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The present study aims to formulate a conceptual framework for
“Democratic Urban Planning Based on Gender Justice” by engaging in
a critical dialogue between critical planning theory and feminist
approaches to space, while reflecting on its problematization within the
context of urban planning in Iran. The research method is theoretical—
analytical and based on conceptual synthesis of the literature. In this
regard, drawing upon Jabareen’s (2009) conceptual synthesis model,
key concepts from the literature on critical planning and feminist
spatial studies have been extracted, categorized, and organized within
an integrative conceptual framework.The findings, derived from the
integration of critical planning theory and spatial feminism, culminate
in the articulation of a conceptual framework for “democratic planning
grounded in gender justice.” This framework is structured as a three-
level model encompassing structural, procedural, and spatial
dimensions. At the structural level, the city is understood as a product
of the interaction between economic forces and gendered power
relations. At the procedural level, urban planning is conceptualized as a
participatory and dialogical process grounded in the recognition of
differences. At the spatial level, emphasis is placed on the
reconfiguration of urban spaces to strengthen women’s presence,
ensure the equitable distribution of resources, and promote equal
access. The model posits that the realization of gender justice depends
upon the simultaneous transformation of economic, cultural, and
institutional structures, as well as democratic participation in the
production of space.The proposed conceptual framework, taking into
account the specific context of urban planning in Iran, serves as an
analytical tool for examining and interpreting the interconnections
among gender, space, and power in urban planning processes. For its
practical application in Iran, concepts such as urban democracy,
participation, and the reclamation of space must be redefined in relation
to the country’s institutional and legal structures of urban governance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, the issue of gender
justice has gained increasing prominence in
urban studies and the geography of space.
Feminist critiques of urban planning have
challenged traditional and ostensibly
neutral perspectives on space and justice,
demonstrating that the city and planning
processes are not neutral arenas but rather
sites in which specific gendered, cultural,
and economic relations are reproduced.
Urban space, in this context, is not merely a
reflection of social structures, it also
functions as an active agent in the
production and perpetuation of gender
inequalities.

Despite the growing body of literature on
gender justice in urban studies, a theoretical
gap remains between macro-structural
analyses and micro-level procedural
mechanisms in the realm of urban planning.
Many studies have focused on distributive
dimensions of inequality—such as access to
services or the safety of public spaces—yet
relatively few have been able to explain the
relationship between power structures,
decision-making processes, and women’s
lived experiences in the city within a
coherent theoretical framework. The aim of
this study is therefore to formulate a
conceptual framework for “democratic
urban planning grounded in gender justice”
through a critical dialogue between critical
planning theory and feminist approaches to
space, while reflecting on its
problematization within the context of
urban planning in Iran.

Methodology

This research adopts a theoretical—
analytical method conducted through the
application of Jabareen’s (2009) model of
conceptual framework synthesis. In this
approach, key concepts are initially selected
and extracted from two major bodies of
literature: (1) critical and justice-oriented
planning theories—drawing particularly on
the works of scholars such as Harvey,
Healey, and Young—and (2) feminist
approaches to space and feminist
geography, referring to the writings of
authors such as Massey, McDowell, and
Kern. Subsequently, these concepts are

categorized and organized according to
their theoretical origins, thematic focus, and
their role in explaining the relationship
among power, gender, and space. Through
establishing a critical dialogue among these
conceptual categories, the study seeks to
integrate them into a combined conceptual
framework—one that is attentive both to
the structural and institutional dimensions
of planning and to lived experience and
gendered differences at the center of
analysis.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this research, based on the
integration of critical planning theory and
spatial feminism, lead to the formulation of
a conceptual framework entitled
“democratic planning grounded in gender
justice.” This framework is articulated
through a three-level model. At the
structural level, the city is understood as the
outcome of the interaction between
economic forces and gendered power
relations. At the procedural level, urban
planning is  conceptualized as a
participatory and dialogical process that
emphasizes the recognition of social and
gender differences. At the spatial level,
attention is  directed toward the
reconfiguration of urban spaces in order to
reinforce women’s presence, ensure the
equitable distribution of resources, and
enhance safety and equal access.
Furthermore, the model identifies three key
components for the realization of gender
justice in urban planning: simultaneous
transformation at the economic, cultural,
and institutional levels; the democratic
reclamation of space through the
participation of social groups; and
prioritizing the recognition of gender
differences alongside distributive policies.
Accordingly, just urban planning can only
be achieved when its processes are
democratic, its objectives are directed
toward addressing both economic and
gender domination, and its measure of
success lies in ensuring women’s equal
presence and experience in urban spaces.

Conclusion
The findings indicate that gender justice in
the city is not merely a physical or
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service-based concept; rather, it possesses
structural,  procedural, and political
dimensions. Spatial gender inequalities,
therefore, should not be understood simply
as the result of occasional shortcomings in
urban design or the distribution of services,
but as the outcome of particular ways in
which power, decision-making, and the
production of space are organized within
urban planning systems.

In the Iranian context, urban planning has
largely developed within a
development-oriented, centralized, and
technocratic framework that relies more on
physical interventions and quantitative
service distribution than on democratic
processes and social participation. Under
such conditions, gender justice is often
either  overlooked or reduced to
compensatory and temporary policies—
such  as spatial segregation  or
security-oriented interventions. Without
transforming the underlying power relations
that shape the production of space, such
measures tend to reproduce new forms of
inequality.

By integrating critical planning theory with
spatial feminism, the conceptual framework
proposed in this study demonstrates that
space is produced through economic, social,
and gendered power relations, and that the
spatial inequalities experienced by women
in Iranian cities emerge from the
simultaneous operation of the logic of
capital accumulation and patriarchal order
within urban planning processes. Within
this framework, accomplishing gender
justice requires simultaneous
transformation across three dimensions:
economic—distributive, cultural—
identitarian, and institutional-procedural.
This transformation entails rethinking the
logic of ownership and use of space,
reducing the dominance of profit-driven
approaches in urban decision-making, and
strengthening the meaningful participation
of women and marginalized groups in
planning processes.

From a theoretical perspective, this research
contributes to bridging the gap between
urban planning studies and feminist
scholarship by presenting an integrated
analytical framework. By linking the
structural analysis of the production of

space, institutional ~mechanisms  of
decision-making, and women’s spatial
experiences, the framework enables a
multi-level analysis of gender justice in the
city. At the same time, for the practical
application of this framework in Iran,
concepts such as wurban democracy,
participation, and the reclamation of space
must be redefined in relation to the
institutional and legal structures of urban
governance. In particular, urban and
neighborhood-level governance structures,
as well as institutions such as municipalities
and Islamic city councils, can provide
important arenas for strengthening citizen
participation and advancing gender-justice
policies in urban planning.
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